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tin f|i*twm*r- • J*nf* £*« X #V*«fA-   <M»*»»»l«iw                 m*rrfagtt to
WHKN thu         rraitlnti Italy of flit* np|»n»«lisiig inviiMton *»f thw French Kiti^, im f tun*       Itwfc before tlie f«ti»nfr «! tin* ctitng**r        rt'itli««l,   F«|m Leo X           tlit* firnt t« tnki* tin* inttiutive, aiul a
leagut) of iiilit*» was hiutttly fitnnwl Ui ttpfxtHtt htm, between th« Kmprrcir, Kfrtliiuuid, tl»» I*«JH«, iiml Miktt, In Bf*pt*!ttt*t»f 1515. iift«*r mwrml minor <mgag<*mt*nt*, tin* French army t*tiniiii|>wl ti» tin*»tnitli» of Ilikn, ttt'tir Miirtgtiitiiii» flip |K»tttiun t»itig Btrengthmif*! by mnaU f«»r irrigiitiini, Mitximiliitn thufi thi» ntory of tlu* Imttlp wtik-ti followoti, in a            to hm daughitfr :
" ¥ery tltmr  atitl  tnuch-bplovitci   fiiiiiglit**rl"-«Wi* have                 from I IIP wur ; , . * tln»           Ii*ft Ilikit
to the number of about 20,000 m*n on              of the
Frencli                   ami             four o'clock in tha
af            the fighting                    by w*y of
iwles agreed to marry Benee of France, and promised not to send help to his grandfather Ferdinand until Navarre was restored to Jean d'Albret. Feeling himself now safe from attack, Fran9ois set forth with a splendid army of 60,000 men across the Col d'Argentiere, thus avoiding the passes guarded by the Swiss. He was full of enthusiasm and eager to win glory on the plains of Italy, where his predecessors had fought with such varied success,
